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Newsletter No.473
Report of a meeting held at Roydon Village Hall on Saturday 21%' January 2012

A new year had dawned and of we go into 2012, | wonder what the new year has in
store for the enthusiastic cartophilist. As it was six whole weeks since our last meeting,
everyone was ready for the monthly meet, greet and seek. As usual my car was loaded to
the top, four lightweight collectors (?) and a boot full of albums and pages for the club
table. The weather was with us, dry all the way and we never even noticed the heavy rain
that passed through during the course of the morning. There was a high expectation within
the car, cards urgently required to complete that much sought after set, even what type of
cake would be on offer in the kitchen.

The room was in full swing by the time we reached the remote outpost of Roydon,
the boys had done their work well; the tables were all out and stacked high with cards. We
soon got ourselves organised and threw ourselves into the throng. There was a strong
coffee smell coming from the kitchen and | soon gathered Alan up for our morning wake up
coffee and bacon roll, then I felt more civilised. Bill and the girls were kept busy all morning
with the comings and goings with 74 members and 6 visitors and 8 dealers. Bill collared
me early on to tell me he has had some bad news, he has been diagnosed with prostate
cancer and has begun a course of treatment. He doesn’'t want a fuss made and is very
positive especially with regard to the club.

The main topic of the club was the Christmas dinner which received mixed
reactions, it was good to return to the old sit down format but using a mobile caterer left a
little to be desired. Not all their fault | hasten to add but working in a strange kitchen
created a significant input to the issues. We had a committee meeting later in the morning
and made some important decisions on behalf of the club. More later.

It was great to welcome a new dealer Paul Lynch — Kimberley Cards - from
Nottingham who | have known for a few years and been trying to persuade to come East.
He retired from the police force in November and plans to spend more time dealing.
Needless to say he had a good day with us. Mike Towersley and John Shaw made up the
big dealers all ably supported by the usual suspects of local dealers and friends. Some of
the 15 unclaimed raffle prizes were claimed but 10 still remain so we will have a cheap S0p
raffle in February to find new homes for them. The catering staff were busy all morning
especially with their ever popular full English breakfast and all the fresh baked homemade
cakes were sold (bought | believe by Dennis).

Now to the key points of the committee meeting...

---- Subscriptions -- after some discussion it was agreed to retam the £5 membership fee —
payable from April, what good value it remains.

- Free drinks -- this is very popular with the members but after discussion it was
decided to return to the token system (for a free drink) with all members being given one
when they check in with the ladies. A second or more drink would cost 50p. This would
start in February. Alec reckoned he washed up 400 cups at the November meeting and his
hands have gone soft!

- Christmas Dinner — it was agreed to explore a Christmas dinner at a local
restaurant/hotel with a view to having a club meet on 15™ December 2012 then a meal at
around 3.00pm on the same day. Les has checked out the Park Hotel (around £21 each)
but they can't do that time as they want to clear up after us for their evening bookings.






