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th
  February  2016 

    

It may have been the middle of winter but the weather was spring like and almost 

warm, (well, it did rain later in the day) but after a five week break I knew we would have a 

good turnout and with a full house of dealers booked in (including a new one for us), all the 

signs were there for a good day, and it was in every way except one. 

 

I had been laid up for a fortnight with a viral infection (my doctors diagnosis mine 

would have been Flu) so although it had just about worked its way through me, I suggested 

to Colin Gamble that he make his own way over rather than catch my cough. I did feel a lot 

improved and after a good breakfast, got to Roydon about quarter to ten. The hall was in full 

swing, loads of members, loads of dealers, and even better loads of cards. 

 

I was grateful to the dealers who answered my call to help out, 2 telephone calls, three 

emails and everyone said yes. Nice to see Paul Lynch from Nottingham, and Mike Prior from 

Spalding on one of his rare visits. Roger Mann was back for a second visit and has asked to 

become a regular dealer; he has also joined our elite band. New to us was Peter Workman 

from Essex, (I have seen him at Orpington and knew he had a nice selection of cards) and I 

gather he had a very good day with us. I had a nice chat with Alan Wilde who was with us 

with his vast stock of cards. He told me that he went to Sprowston Manor recently where the 

‘Spurs’ team were stopping (prior to beating City) and he got nearly all the teams autographs. 

Nice to welcome Mike Plant with his lovely stock of cards. 

 

There were a good number of members in and out all day, Joyce was back and how 

nice it was to see her smiling face as you walk in the door. Ron Newstead was back (it has 

been rather quiet lately) with a son Bart in tow, he even bought some cards in the auction. 

Graham Convey was back after a two month break and I saw lots of other familiar faces and 

friends, 3 from Sussex (causing mayhem in the auction as usual, one of them anyway), one 

from Boston and many other places in between. Final number was 67, with a further 5 

visitors, furthest probably Gary and Christine May from Nottinghamshire. We also had two 

new members join this month, Roger Mann from Aylsham and Ray Huggins from 

Stowupland Suffolk. 

 

I checked in with the new caterers and they were overwhelmed with the day and the 

demands of the members. They had a least one restock run, down to Tesco’s for more bacon. 

They learnt a lot and will be better prepared next month; I liked the waitress service they 

offered. 

 

 

 



Other items of interest …….. 

 

- -  Les brought two press cuttings of our January cheque presentation from the Eastern Daily 

Press and Diss Mercury, they are in the archive. 

 

- - Paul Lynch told me the new ‘Murrays’ price guide was on track and on time and would be 

available at the April Convention --  I have ordered 48 copies to sell in the club. We have 

taken out a full page advert in the new book to publicize our great club. 

 

- - I gather,  we as a club, are featured in the next issue of Card Scene, not sure when it 

comes out but it is soon, I’m sure Peter Beer will have spare copies at the next meeting. 

 

- - Bracknell convention approaches 30
th
 April / 1

st
 May – it’s the premier event of the year. 

Full details next month, but no serious collector should miss it. Bracknell Sports and Leisure 

Centre.  Make a note of it now – see you there. 

 

- -  Next month  March and April is subscription renewal time, just £6.00 gets you 12 more 

marvellous opportunities to meet ‘like minded’ friends for coffee and card searching and so 

much more. Les will be available to collect your subscriptions. 

 

- -  April is our AGM and although it is only a very brief moment in time, this year we may 

have some items to decide on, maybe even a vote ! More details next month. 

 

 It soon came round to Auction time, we were all ready early for a change, and as Alan 

had reduced the number of Lots to 200, I should have expected the final figure of below £2k 

and not surprised but I was.  The final facts and figures were 200 lots supplied by 5 vendors 

made £1997.  There were 9 postal bidders spending £717 and 17 in house bidders spending 

£1280 with only 34 unsold’s.  Top spot went to Lot 180 a lovely set of Millhoff Famous Test 

Cricketers for only £67. Included with this newsletter is the April list of delectable goodies. 

Alan is currently listing June and looking for some items to include; we have no collections 

lined up to sell at the moment (although one or two have been mentioned as possibilities).  

Have a sort out and put your extra cards in our auction. 

 

 Next month we meet on Saturday 19
th

 March 2016, usual time and place with a 233 

lot auction lined up for 1.00pm.  *** Star lot has to be 173, 72 Godfrey Phillips Pinnace 

Cricketers, very rare cards and always highly sort after. 

 

 We have a ‘Full House’ of dealers booked including Mike Heard coming from Derby, 

John Shaw from Swadlincote, Martin Toms from Middlesex, Roger Mann from Aylsham, 

Peter Russell from the Welsh borders, John Haddon Silver and Ken Courtney from Bury St 

Edmunds, Peter Beer from Great Cornard and Geoff McMillan from Melton Mowbray.   
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